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talking about increasing taxes on
small business and individuals, let’s
cut the payroll tax. Let’s give employ-
ees a pay raise and employers a chance
to hire new employees and buy equip-
ment. Let’s pass the free trade agree-
ments with Colombia, with Panama,
and South Korea. We know those
agreements will create more jobs, espe-
cially in a State such as Florida. Why
have they not been sent to the Con-
gress for approval? My friends on the
other side of the aisle like to talk
about job creation, but none of the
measures that is coming to the floor of
this body, or very few, have anything
to do with getting Americans back to
work.

Today we are missing another oppor-
tunity as this body debates alleged
campaign finance reform instead of
caring about what the American people
care about and that is creating jobs.

Mr. President, I yield the floor. I sug-
gest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, I ask unani-
mous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——

WOMEN’S EQUALITY

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, one reason
I am proud to be from the great State
of Wyoming is that our State is the
land of many firsts. We have the first
national park, which is Yellowstone
National Park. We have the first na-
tional monument, which is Devils
Tower, and we have the first national
forest, which is the Shoshone National
Forest, just to name a very few.

But another huge milestone and im-
portant first for our State is that we
were the first State to give women the
right to vote. We are pioneers in more
ways than one out West. That is how
Wyoming got its nickname, the Equal-
ity State.

I rise to talk about an important an-
niversary that our country recently
celebrated. August 26 was Women’s
Equality Day, marking the 90th anni-
versary of women gaining the right to
vote. Of course, that is 50 years after
Wyoming’s special vote. We just cele-
brated 140 years since Louisa Swain be-
came the first woman in the world to
vote.

When the Wyoming territory was
being considered to be a State, we were
told to repeal women’s right to vote.
Our legislators said: No thanks. It is
not worth that to be a State. Wyoming
stood first and, of course, the rest of
the country followed suit five decades
later.

The ratification of the 19th amend-
ment to our Constitution was a land-
mark in our need to recognize the
voices of women and welcome their
contributions to our country. Women
have always offered a wealth of knowl-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

edge and spirit, and the 19th amend-
ment showed our commitment to con-
tinually fight for women’s equality.

In Wyoming alone, we have been
graced by women’s accomplishments
from past to present. Wyoming had the
first female justice of the peace in the
United States, HEsther Hobart Morris.
We had the first woman to head up the
mint. In fact, she is one of the few fe-
male statues displayed in the U.S. Cap-
itol today. Wyoming also welcomed the
first woman to serve as Governor of a
U.S. State, Nellie Tayloe Ross.

Today, we are continually impacted
and influenced by strong women in our
State. I am honored to serve in Wyo-
ming’s congressional delegation along-
side U.S. Representative Cynthia
Lummis, who took the reins from her
predecessor, Barbara Cubin, and has
been a remarkable leader for Wyoming.
She has served Wyoming in a variety of
roles, as a lawyer, a rancher, a legis-
lator, and State treasurer, now U.S.
Representative. Now in her role in the
House, she continues to do an out-
standing job serving her constituents
and fighting for their interests in Con-
gress.

It is clear there is no shortage of
women looking to stand and make a
difference in this country. I am opti-
mistic that we are continuing down a
path that looks out for women’s best
interests and seeks to provide them
with more and more venues to have
their voices heard and resources
known.

Women serve as a pillar of strength
in our country. I am proud to recognize
the 140th year of Wyoming women vot-
ing, and this 90th anniversary of
women in the rest of the United States
gaining the right to vote and look for-
ward to continually welcoming their
contributions and achievements.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
FRANKEN.) The Senator from Lou-
isiana.

Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, I un-
derstand we are in morning business to
speak for up to 10 minutes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator is correct.

———
DISCLOSE ACT

Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, I
have come to the floor to speak, as
many of my colleagues have today, on
the DISCLOSE Act, which is being
sponsored by Senator SCHUMER, pri-
marily, and other Members of the Sen-
ate, to try to fix and make significant
adjustments to an area of law that is
very important to many Americans
and actually is at the basis of the oper-
ation of our democracy.

Many of my colleagues have come to
the floor to express their concern about
the importance of fixing this, and the
DISCLOSE Act is how many of us in-
tend to try to get something fixed that
needs to be fixed. No matter if you are
a Democrat or Republican, conserv-
ative or liberal, or if you are a progres-
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sive or a centrist, I think you think it
is right to be honest. I think that is a
principle everybody can agree to, to be
honest and to be forthright and to be
truthful and to have been aboveboard.

The problem, as you know, with the
outcome of the Court case has to do
with the way we run our elections. If
we do not fix this, we are going to be in
a situation in this democracy where
people can spend unlimited amounts of
money in a secret way. That is the
problem. It is not that corporations
can do it or labor unions can do it or
conservatives or liberals, it is that it
can be done at all in secret.

I do not think Americans want this.
I know the people I represent do not
want this. They want to have an honest
debate. They want to have an open de-
bate. They want people to stand and
say: Hi. My name is Joe. My name is
Jane. This is my position. This is my
position. Debate it. Then people can
vote. The problem, if we do not fix this
Court case, is that you will never know
who is saying what, and that is not
right.

That is akin to walking out into the
school yard and getting hit from be-
hind and you do not even know who hit
you and no one will tell you. How can
you fight someone you do not know?
How can you participate in something
like that? So this loophole has to be
closed. I think, and most people in my
State believe, that elections should be
open, should be honest, should be
transparent. Corporations can partici-
pate, labor unions can participate, big
companies, small businesses. But you
do need to disclose who you are in a re-
port.

I have an article from the Wash-
ington Post. I wanted to have it blown
up, but we had difficulty. I will try to
explain it, and I will hold it up so
maybe the cameras can see it. This
says in the last cycle in 2008, 117 enti-
ties reported donations, and there were
372 that didn’t. That ratio is about one-
third reported, and the other two-
thirds did not. The trend is going in
the wrong direction. More people are
participating but not saying who they
are so nobody knows. The report for
this year, 2010, is already a ratio of 1 to
6. So we are not even into the end of
this election cycle. We are getting
close to it. The ratio is 15 have been re-
porting, 85 haven’t, which means about
only 1 in 6. It is all becoming secret.

I don’t think that is right for our
people. I think our people should know
who is saying what, what money is be-
hind what ad so it helps them under-
stand better the arguments and why
they might be seeing such ads.

I have a real problem, and I will give
an example. The Presiding Officer may
have this problem in Minnesota. We
have a big problem in Louisiana and
Florida with Chinese drywall. This
product came in from China, and it is
rotten. When people put it in their
house, they get sick. Their kids get
sick. Their copper piping starts rot-
ting. It is horrible. Our people had
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